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To the AUTHOR of the LOINGER. 
STR, 


Omewhat more than thirty years ago, I retired toa family-feat in a remote 
part of Scotland, where I have paffed my time ever fince. There the ma- 
nagement and improvement of my elftate, the fociety of a few friends, and a good 
collection of books, enabled me to pafs my days in a manner much to my fatif- 
faction; and there I experienced more happinefs than you, Sir, accuftomed to 
great cities, will perhaps readily believe. 

Some weeks ago, a piece of important family-bufinefs brought me to town. 
The morning after I arrived, I fent for a tailor, wifhing to make a decent ap- 
pearance in your city ; which, by the way, I found fo much changed fince I had 
Jeft it, that till I got into what is now called the O/d Town, I did not know where 
I was, and could not recognize the ancient dufky capital of Caledonia. As I was 
at no time very attentive to drefs, and as now I only wifhed to comply fo far with 
the fafhion of the times, as not to offend thofe with whom | was to mingle in fo- 
ciety, 1 defired my tailor to make me a plain fuit of clothes, leaving the choice of 
the colour, &c. entirely to him. Next day, he brought me home a blue frock, a 
{carlet waiftcoat, with gold buttons, and a pair of black filk breeches. 1 could nor 
help obferving, that 1 fhould have preferred a plain fuit, all of a piece, to the party- 
coloured garment in which he had decked me, But he fhut my mouth, by 
faying, that it was quite the fafhion; that every body wore it; that he had made 
a fuit of the fame kind for Mr , one of his beft cuftomers, who informed him 
that at London nothing elfe was worn, 

Being engaged to dine at the houfe of a gentleman high in oflice, I dreffed my- 
felf in my new fuit; and when I joined the company, which was numerous, [ 
found that my tailor had done me juftice, almoft every body being precifely in the 
fame drefs; and fome of the guefts were of the firft diftinction, 

After the ufual compliments were over, the converfation turned upon the excel- 
lence of the prefent adminiftration. Above all, the virtues and the talents of the 
firft minifter were mentioned in the warmeft terms of approbation. One talked 
of his eloquence in public debate, and in that particular gave him the preference 
to all his cotemporaries ; another dwelt upon his wifdom and fagacity in counfel, 
fo aftonifhing at his early years: a third expatiated upon his pure and unblemifhed 
character, and mentioned the happinefs the country might expect from a minifter 
who carried into office every virtue which could adorn private life, Although no 
politician or party-man, J, as a good citizen, and a wellwifher to my country, felt 
a real fatisfaction from this flattering account of our prefent fituation: yet 1 et 
length began to wifh that the conv erfation would take fome other turn, and become 
a little more general, There were in company men of diftinguifhed name in the 
literary world, and I longed to hear them on fome fubject of literature, In this 
view, though ‘naturally {hy in the company of ftrangers, I endeavoured to intro- 
duce fome topics of that kind: but all my attempts prov ed fruitlefs, and the con- 
verfation immediately recurred to its original channel. In a word, Sir, we part- 
ed as we met, refounding the praifes of the minifter, and of the meafures of the 
prefent adminiftration. 

Next day I went to dine at the houfe of Lord , to whom I have the honour 
of being related. I found affembled a large company of ladies and gentlemen. 
Soon after I entered the room we were called to dinner; and at table | had the 
good fortune to be placed next to the beautiful and fprightly Lady » As 
upon the former day, fo here, the converfation foon turned upon the prefent ad- 
miniftration ; but, to my no fmall aftonifhment, the opinion of every perfon pre- 
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ent was in every particular directly oppofite to every opinion I had heard the diy 
aiore, 1 was now told, that in the hands of a prefumptuous boy, (for fo the mini- 
er was termed), the nation muft go to ruin;—that nothing could fave us but 
placing at the bead of affairs a man of difttnguifhed abilities, of a bold and vigo- 
rous mind, capable of planning and of executing fuch meafures as could alone re- 
ftore the emp ire to its priftine glory. After canvailing the public character of the 
minifter, they proceeded to an “inveltig gation of his private deportment, in which 
they did not feem difpofed to allow him thofe virtues and: good qualities which, 
on the former day, I had heard fo highly extolled. In this converfation the Ladies 
bore a part, and feemed to be as warmly interefted as the men. 

1 ventured to-afk Lady what objection fhe had to Mr Pitt?) “ O, Ican’t 
“ bear him,” faid fhe, ‘ he does not like us; and the only mark of attention he 
** ever pz rid us, was impofing an odious burden upon our ruffs and aprons.” At 
that inftant I happened to unbutton my coat, and Lady we ET ly ex- 
claimed, “ Lord, Sir, are you a Pittite ? I took you for one of us.” I, tho ugh 
furprifed at the queftion, anfwered gravely, that I was no more a Pittite than a 
Hittite. ‘* Then, Sir, why do you wear a red waiftcoat? Iam fick at the very 
“ fight of it. Why are you not in Buf? 1 would not give a farthing for a man 
* but in Buf.” 

This obfervation called my attention to the drefs of the gentlemen at table, and 
I found that all of them were drefled in buff waiftcoats, to y which fome of them, 

who appeared to be moft zealous in their political principles, had added buff 
ames. 1 then proceeded to examine the drefs of the Ladies, and found that all 
of them wore a fox’s tail by way of decoration in their head-drefs. My neigh- 
bour Lady teftified her attachment to the ex-minifter by another piece of 
drefs, which I own I found a little offenfive. She wore a large muff, made of the 
{kin of our common red fox, which, from fome error, 1 prefume, in the method 
of preparing it, had a perfume not the moft agreeable in the world. 1 could not 
help remarking this to Lady , who with great good humour admitted that 
my obfervation was juft; but added, twirling round her muff upon a beautiful 
well-turned arm, “ that were it ten times worfe, fhe would wear it for the fake of 

her dear: Carlo.” : 

In fhort, Sir, I now find that the good people of your town are divided into 
two oppofite parties, and that a fpirit of faction univerfally prevails. Amidft 
thofe zealots by whom I am furrounded, I find myfelf in an aukward and an un- 
pleafant fituation, I ama plain man, and though | love my King and country, 
and-have as high a veneration for the Britifh conftitution as any man in the 
illand, I have ever been an enemy to faction, and have always thought that men 
in a private ftation, like me, were not called upon, and indeed not intitled to take 
a violent concern in affairs of ftate, or the government of the nation, With thefe 
principles | find, that lam not acceptable to either party. My red waiftcoat, 
which, now that I have got it, Iam unwilling to throw afide, gives me at firit 
ready accefs to the Pittites ; but when they find that I cannot enter into all their 
ideas, they confider me either as an enemy in aiigaitc, or what is perhaps flill 
worfe.in their eyes, as a lukewarm friend, On the other hand, the Foxites, who, 
from my drefs, confider me as attached to the oppofite faction, feem to be difplea- 
fed with me for not taking part againft them with fuflicient keennefs and {pirit ; 
they ok of me asa Trimmer, and plainly infinuate, that my only object is to keep 
well with both parties, and avoid giving offence to either. 

In this hard fituation, | have refolved to apply to you for advice, 
name, then, and in the name of ¢ 
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In my own 
all thofe who like myfelf have nothing to hope 


and nothing to fear from either of the contending parties, be fo good as point out? 


+ 


what conduct one ought to pucfue, who, though interefted in the general welfare 
of his country, feels no inclination to connett himfelf with either of the parties 
who are now ftruggling for the government of it, 


Iam, Sir, Yours, &c. 


MODERATUS., 
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IJ am the better qualified to advife my correfpondent Moderatus, from having 
experienced the fame diftrefs myfelf. About a year ago, when the conteft be- 
tween the oppofite parties was at its greateft height, I was a great deal puzzled 
how to act. A friend to whom I communicated my diftrefs, advifed me to get 
both a red and a buff waiftcoat, and to wear them alternately. But it occurred to 
me, that wearing the diftinguifhing badge of both parties, might have the appear- 
ance of fomething deceitful, and might expofe me to a worfe appellation than that 
of Trimucr. After due deliberation, therefore, I equipped myfelf in a fuit of black, 
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eo which I refolved to wear till the prefent diflentions fhould fubfide. 1 have adhered 
At rigidly to this refolution, except that fometimes when I wifh to make a fimarter 
ets figure than common, | enliven my drefs by putting on a brown or a grey frock 
nigh over my black waiftcoat. Partly by this prudent caution, and partly by my 
na known indolence of character, | have continued to fteer tolerably well between the 
ery contending factions, without giving offence even to the zealots of either, 
wha In Britain we enjoy the moft perfect fyftem of freedom that ever exifted in any 
fociety. But from the very nature of our government, we mutft neceflarily be ex- 

sad pofed to the violence of faction; and when the fpirit of party runs high, when 
om, the fever is at the height, it naturally breaks out into external appearances, al; 
uff ways ridiculous, and fometimes whimfical to the laft degree. 
ail The little extravagancies of which I complain, are not confined to thofe who 
“or may be confidered as belonging in fome meafure to the party whofe livery they 
of wear. We daily fee men pofleffing no political influence, and equally incapable 
the of fupporting adminiftration as of aiding oppofition, engaging keenly in party ; 
‘od and, like the fabled fly upon the wheel, fondly imagining that the machine of 
ine government is accelerated or retarded by them, Even the loweit and moft infig- 
bat nificant of mankind take upon them to enlift under the banners of a Pitt or a Fox, 
Ful and to aflume the badges of that party to which they with to attach themfelves, 
of and by which they hope to be drawn from their own natural infignificance. 

Were this folly confined to the men, | fhould regret it lefs. But unhappily a 
to {pirit of party prevails with equal, if not greater violence among the ladies. My 
int illuftrious predeceffor, the Spectator, juftly obferves, that “* party-rage 1s a male 
me “ vice, made up of many angry and cruel paflions, that are altogether repugnant 
y, pe to the foftnefs, the modefty, and thofe other endearing qualities which are na- 
* tural to the fair fex.” After recording the party-patches by which the" ladies of 
mn thofe days marked their political principles, Mr Addifon exprefies himfelf in thefe 
™ words: ** This account of party-patches will, I am afraid, appear improbable to 
bs ** thofe who live at a diftance from the fafhionable world; but as it is a diftinGion 
t, oe a very fingular nature, and what, perhaps, may never meet with a parallel, 
(t “ I think I fhould not have difcharged the office of a faithful Spec/ator, had not I 
a “ recorded it.” 

1] Every one who attends to the progrefs and change of manners muft be ftruck 
,, with this paflage. The enormity of which Mr Addifon dere complains, and 
R which he feems to fuppofe would hardly be believed by thofe wl.o had not feen it, 
, confifted in this, that at the Opera and Playhoufe, a Whig beauty wore her patches 
D on one fide of her forehead, while a Jory toaft patched upon the other, Had the 

fair of the prefent times diftinguifhed-their political principles in the fame inof- 
i fenfive manner, had they gone no farther than wearing thofe tails and mufis men- 
" tioned by my correfpondent, I, who am ever averfe to find fault with their con- 
tO du@, might have been difpofed to wink at the abfurdity of placing the tail of a 
. fox on the head of a fine woman; and it is with pleafure I remark, that the Ladies 





of Edinburgh have contented themfelves with fuch little eccentricities of appear- 
ance, and never indulged in thofe excefles which prevailed in other parts of the 
ifland, particularly in the capital. There, 1 am forry to fay, our female politicians 
have gone much farther, and have exerted themfelves in fupport of their party, 
ina manner much more decided and more vigorous. We have feen “the firft 
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and faireft of our Britifh dames” marching under the banners of the ‘* Man of 
the People,” or of “ Pitt and Conflitution,” expofing their charms to the view 
and to the infults of a lewd rabble, mingling in fcenes in which nothing but ne- 
ceflity and a fenfe of duty could engage any man of delicacy and tafte to bear a 
part. lf Mr Addifon thought that the party-patches of his fair cotemporaries 
might appear improbable, what would he have faid had he lived to fee what we 
have feen ! To check the little improprieties of his day, he employed his delicate 
fatire, his fine and elegant raillery : But had he witnefled the enormities of which 
I complain, he perhaps might have thought that the keen cauftic of a Juvenal 
would not have been too fevere. 

Perhaps it may be thought that I have faid more than was neceffary, upon a 
temporary ebullition of party-zeal, which it is to be hoped has now fubfided., 
But | own | am always fenfibly hurt with any thing which affects the purity and 
delicacy of the fex, Befides, the contagion of fuch an example fpreads far and 
wide; it is not confined to one place, or to the prefent time; it taints the manners 
of the rifing generation, who, by feeing and hearing of fuch enormities, may be- 
come familiarifed with them, may in their time be led to imitate their mothers, 
and, if poflible, to indulge in ftill greater exceffes. Indeed, if our Ladies go on 
improving as politicians, and as tools of a party, I fhall not be furprifed, if, in a 
few years, duels, which feem now to be going out of fafhion among the men, 
fhould become fafhionable among the women, We may then read in the papers 
inch paragraphs as the following. 
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“ Yeflerday a duel was fought in Hyde-Park, between the Countefs of and 
Lady . The Countefs received a fhot in her left curl, and Lady efca- 
ped a dangerous wound by means of a large black bufhy muff, in which the 
ball of her antagonift happily lodged, The feconds then interpofed, and the 
combatants were parted without further mifchief. We are told the quarrel be- 
tween thefe celebrated beauties was occafioned by fome high words which paffed 
between them on the huftings in Covent-Garden, where the Countefs appeared 
in fupport of Sir H. W. the minifterial candidate, and Lady in fupport of 
Mr J. R. the popular candidate.” 














“ We hear Lady has, at the earneft defire of her hufband, and of all the 
friends of that ancient family, declined to fight Mrs till after fhe is brought 
to bed; fo that the duel cannot take place for fome months, The quarrel took 
its’rife from fomething that dropped from Mrs in prefling into the gallery 
‘ of the Houfe of Commons, to hear the debate on Mr "s motion for regulating 
“ trade and navigation,” 
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As, however, I would not wifh to part with my fair readers (for whom I enter- 
tain the trueft refpect and regard) in bad humour, I muft affure them, that I make 
thefe remarks, that | venture this remonftrance, not with the feverity of a cenfor, 
but with the anxiety of a friend, I know both the extent and the importance of 
their power; and, for the fake of our fex as much as theirs, 1 wifh them not to 
forfeit it, by a departure from that modefty, that gentlenefs, thofe feminine gra- 
ces, which are the fupports of an influence fo effential to the manners and to the 
hapoinefs of fociety. 





ED I NLM. RLS. os 


Publihed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° XI, Price Two Pence, 





